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ROYALTIES FOR REGIONS — STATE BUDGET 
Statement 

HON JACQUI BOYDELL (Mining and Pastoral — Deputy Leader of the National Party) [5.45 pm]: I rise 
tonight to discuss a question I asked today in question time about BHP posting a $7.3 billion profit and Rio Tinto 
posting a $4 billion profit. Those profits generated by those major resource companies are driven by their Pilbara 
iron ore operations and by the economy of the state of Western Australia. That provides an opportunity for the 
state of Western Australia, but we need to be brave enough to take advantage of that opportunity. I raise it because 
my concern in the lead-up to the budget—when we come back to the house, we will be in the week of the budget 
being handed down—is that royalties for regions and regional communities, which the National Party represent, 
will have funding cut. That has already been indicated, and that is a concern for me. We introduced royalties for 
regions in 2008 when we came to government with the Liberal Party as a policy that protected investment in 
Western Australia. It is 25 per cent of the state’s royalty income invested back into regional WA, and that is right. 
But we had to introduce a policy that protected regional Western Australia from the city-centric thinking of 
governments past, present and future. 
It is exceptionally disappointing that me, as a regional member of Parliament, and my National colleagues stand 
together and wonder what the budget is going to hold for regional Western Australia. There is no need to cut the 
royalties for regions fund. It has its own revenue source. It does not cost the government money. But the 
government will cut it in an effort to deliver on Metronet. When I asked the Leader of the House this question 
today, one of her responses was that the National Party had taken our policy position to the election and we had 
lost, and I recognise that. However, that does not deter my National colleagues and I from believing that this is an 
opportunity for Western Australia that we have to be brave enough to make the decision on. The people of 
Western Australia who own those resources are relying on us. It is the government’s turn to make those tough 
decisions. Do members recall when the Labor Party took Metronet to the 2013 election and lost? The Metronet 
policy was taken to the 2013 election and the Labor Party lost. The Labor Party did not drop that election 
commitment, as the Leader of the House suggested to me earlier that the National Party should do, because it lost. 
In 2017, the Labor Party has come to government and, as it is wont to do, the government needs to deliver on its 
election commitments so it will roll out Metronet. Do not expect the National Party to drop this policy position 
when it is the only income revenue source that the government has an opportunity to take up on behalf of the 
people of Western Australia. I implore the government to do that. The Labor Party is in government. It needs to 
make the hard decisions. 
Hon Sue Ellery interjected. 
Hon JACQUI BOYDELL: Make the hard decisions, member, because people in my electorate are going to suffer 
from that. 
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